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Mayor Quirk and Members of Council, I am Jack Gibbons from 

the North Gwillimbury Forest Alliance. 

Thank you for the opportunity to speak with you tonight about 

the draft Official Plan for the Town of Georgina. 

The proposed new Official Plan prohibits development on all 

the major wetland and woodland areas in rural Georgina with 

one exception – the Maple Lake Estates property in the North 

Gwillimbury Forest. 

The Town’s proposed special treatment for Maple Lake Estates 

is inconsistent with Sections 26 and 27 of the Planning Act 

which legally oblige the Town to bring its Official Plan into 

consistency and/or conformity with: 



1. The Provincial Policy Statement; and 

2. The York Region Official Plan. 

Let’s start with the Provincial Policy Statement.  It prohibits 

development on all provincially significant wetlands in southern 

Ontario.    And, as you know, the Maple Lake Estates property is 

located on the Paradise Beach-Island Grove provincially 

significant wetland.    Therefore most of the Maple Lake Estates 

property is off limits to development according to the Provincial 

Policy Statement. 

Let’s now turn to the York Region Official Plan. 

Section 2.2.35 of the York Region Official Plan prohibits 

development on Georgina’s wetlands. 

And section 2.2.44 of the Region’s Official Plan prohibits 

development on Georgina’s significant woodlands. 



Approximately 90% of the Maple Lake Estate property is 

located on wetlands and/or significant woodlands and is hence 

off limits to development according to the Regional Official 

Plan. 

Furthermore, there is nothing in the Transition section of the 

Regional Official Plan (Sections 8.4.14 to 8.4.20) that exempts 

the Maple Lake Estates property from the Region’s 

environmental protection rules for wetlands and significant 

woodlands. 

Now let’s turn to the Greenbelt Plan.  There is nothing in the 

Greenbelt Plan which exempts the Town of Georgina from its 

legal obligation to bring its Official Plan into conformity with 

the Provincial Policy Statement and the Region’s environmental 

protection policies with respect to Maple Lake Estates. 



To be specific, according to page 7 of the Greenbelt Plan, it 

does not apply to lands within the boundaries of “Towns and 

Villages”, such as Maple Lake Estates, since they existed on the 

day that the Greenbelt Plan came into effect.   According to the 

Greenbelt Plan, municipal official plans will continue to govern 

land use within “Towns and Villages”.   Therefore the Town is 

legally obliged to bring its Official Plan, with respect to Maple 

Lake Estates, into conformity with the Provincial Policy 

Statement and the York Region Official Plan. 

Mayor Quirk and Members of Council you have also received an 

excellent written submission from Ducks Unlimited.    According 

to Ducks Unlimited, Georgina has lost 50% of its large wetlands. 



Therefore it is not surprising that Ducks Unlimited is asking you 

to prohibit development on Maple Lake Estates’ provincially 

significant wetlands.i 

In conclusion, Mayor Quirk and Members of Council, please 

obey the law.   Please amend your draft Official Plan to prohibit 

development on all of the North Gwillimbury Forest’s wetlands 

and significant woodlands. 

Thank you for your attention.  If you have any questions, I 

would be pleased to answer them. 

 

                                                           
i Letter to Adrian Cammaert, Senior Planner, Town of Georgina from Alexandra Service, Conservation Programs 
Specialist, Ducks Unlimited Canada, (July 31, 2015). 


